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Equipment connected to the Utility Grid Network is designed to operate at a certain voltage for single- and three-phase connections. 
Connected equipment (loads) are defined as resistive (non-inductive), such as a heater, or inductive loads with electromagnetic coils, such 
as an electric motor or transformer.  The Utility company is committed to supplying continuous electrical power maintained within certain 
frequency and voltage parameters. Connected loads do not perform as intended when their power supply exceeds their design limits for 
voltage and frequency.  In many cases, under and over voltage has a detrimental effect on connected loads, particularly inductive loads. 
Standby generator systems must supply electrical power compatible with the grid; to do this, they employ an automatic voltage regulator 
(AVR).  This information sheet discusses the importance of stable voltage control, the effects on non and inductive loads, the dangers of 
brownouts, and the importance of an engine-driven generator system’s AVR.
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AUTOMATIC VOLTAGE REGULATORS AND THE NEED FOR GENERATOR VOLTAGE STABILITYInformation Sheet #142

1.0 CATEGORIES OF CONNECTED LOADS:

Nearly all devices connected to the Utility Electrical distribution network fall into two categories: non-inductive {non-reactive} and inductive {reactive} .  The following describes 
how they differ and the importance of an engine driven generator system including an AVR:

1.1 NON-INDUCTION LOADS:

Non-inductive loads are referred to as resistive loads. A resistive load consumes only active power (non-reactive).  In electrical terms, they are simple loads, and when 
connected to an AC circuit, the current (amp) and voltage sine waves are in phase with each other. These loads resist the current as in heater coils and incandescent 
lighting.

The installation information provided in this information sheet is informational in nature only, and should not be considered the advice of a properly licensed and qualified electrician or used in place of a detailed review of the applicable National 
Electric Codes and local codes.   Specific questions about how this information may affect any particular situation should be addressed to a licensed and qualified electrician.  

Effects of ± Voltage Variation on an Electric Motor’s Nameplate Ratings Graph -1

0
% Voltage Variation

%
 C

ha
ng

e 
in

 M
o

to
r 

P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

5 10 20
-20

-15

-10

-5

0

5

10

15

20

25

15-20 -15 -10 -5

Torque Power Factor (PF) Efficiency
Full Load Amps Starting Current

Higher amps increase 
temperature of coils 

and shorten life



Buckeye Power Sales
Reliable Power Professionals Since 1947

BuckeyePowerSales.com

FORT WAYNE, IN
7525 Maplecrest Road #221
Fort Wayne, IN 46835
(855) 638-2721

CINCINNATI, OH
4992 Rialto Road
West Chester, OH 45069
(513) 755-2323
(800) 368-7422

CLEVELAND, OH
8465 Tower Drive
Twinsburg, OH 44087-0394
(330) 425-9165
(800) 966-2825

INDIANAPOLIS, IN
1707 S. Franklin Road
Indianapolis, IN 46239
(317) 271-9661
(800) 632-0339

TOLEDO, OH
27100 Oakmead Dr.
Perrysburg, OH 43551
(855) 638-2728

CANAL WINCHESTER, OH
8155 Howe Industrial Parkway
Canal Winchester, OH 43110
(614) 751-4515 
(866) 889-2628

To fulfill our commitment to be the leading supplier in the power generation industry, the Buckeye Power Sales team ensures they are always up-to-date 
with the current power industry standards as well as industry trends. As a service, our Information Sheets are circulated on a regular basis to existing and 
potential power customers to maintain their awareness of changes and developments in standards, codes and technology within the power industry.

1.0 CATEGORIES OF CONNECTED LOADS (CONTINUED):

1.2 INDUCTION LOADS:

Inductive loads (reactive) are frequently termed electromagnetic loads. (See information sheet Generator 101 Part 2) 
When the coils of an electromagnetic load are energized by an AC power source, a secondary voltage is induced, termed a reactive current. These loads include electric 
motors, transformers, and solenoids. Due to the reaction, the current in these circuits lags voltage by 90 degrees

It is very important to have a stable input voltage to an inductive load. As Power is a function of Amps (I) and Volts (V), reduced voltage can increase the amps and overheat 
the device. For this reason, generator systems require an AVR to maintain a steady output voltage.

2.0 DEFINITION OF AN AVR ON AN ENGINE DRIVEN GENERATOR SYSTEM:

An AVR is an electronic device fitted to the alternator (electrical generator driven by the engine) to maintain voltage output within a predefined range (either single or three 
phases) through all loads from zero to total capacity. The voltage variation level depends on the type of AVR and the specifications of the connected load. 

3.0 PROBLEMS THAT OCCUR WITH UNREGULATED VOLTAGE OUTPUT:

Reactive and non-reactive loads can be adversely affected by high and under voltage, effects include:

• Motor efficiency drops for both high and low voltage input.

• Incandescent lights will burn brighter with higher volts, which can shorten the life of the light.

• Electronic devices operating on DC can be adversely affected if the AC/DC adapter input volts are not to specification.

• Power Factor will drop sharply with higher volts. (See information sheet on Power Factors)

• While low volts will increase the current to an electromagnetic device, high voltage to an electric motor can result in the magnetic portion of the motor going into 
saturation. 

4.0 THE EFFECTS OF LOW AND HIGH VOLTAGE ON AN ELECTRIC MOTOR:

A typical load for an engine-driven generator system is an AC motor driving through its shaft, a piece of equipment for many industrial, commercial, and residential 
applications. The input power to a motor (which translates to the shaft power to the connected piece of equipment) is a function of amps times volts. If the input volts vary, 
the amps drawn will change; the adverse effect will depend on the degree of change within the designed ratings of the motor. The following summarizes the impact of high 
and low voltage on an electric motor:

4.1 EFFECT OF LOW VOLTAGE:

When the motor’s input voltage falls below its rated voltage, the connected load pulls the same power, resulting in greater current (amps). If the voltage drop creates a 
higher current than the motor windings are rated for, heat will build up in the motor and, over time, lead to failure. Not only is the motor lost, but also the impact losses of 
the connected equipment failure

4.2 EFFECT OF HIGH VOLTAGE:

High voltage can be as negative as low voltage. As an electromagnetic device, a high voltage input to an electric motor can push the magnetic portion of the motor into 
saturation. This results in the motor drawing more current to magnetize the iron beyond the level where magnetizing is practical.

4.3 SUSCEPTIBILITY OF VARIOUS MOTORS TO INPUT VOLTAGE OUTSIDE RATINGS

See Graph -1, which graphically depicts the torsional effects on an electric motor when the voltage drops:

• Small motors are more prone to damage from over voltage than larger motors.

• Single-phase motors are more susceptible than three-phase motors.

• U-frame motors are less sensitive to over voltage than are T-frames.

• Power factor improves with lower voltage and drops sharply with higher voltage.

• Inrush current goes up with higher voltage.

• Efficiency drops with either high or low voltage.

• Even lightly loaded motors can suffer from a drop in input voltage.

5.0 DEFINITION OF BROWNOUTS AND WHY THEY HAVE TO BE AVOIDED:

A Brownout is when the utility company deliberately lowers its output voltage. Unlike a Blackout, when the utility power is completely shut down in a given area of the electrical 
distribution system, in a Brownout, when the Utility is trying to meet capacity, they can come up against a temporary reduction in system voltage or total system capacity.

5.1 WHAT SHOULD ELECTRICAL POWER USERS DO IN A BROWNOUT:

While some electronic equipment manages Brownouts, electromagnetic devices, including air conditioners and electric motors (industrial/domestic equipment such as fans, 
dryers, freezers, factory processes, and elevators) would experience the adverse effects of prolonged low voltage outside their nameplate rating and should be shut down, or 
switch to standby power.
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